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February march 
The WKU Pershing Rifles drill team marches through the streets of New Orleans, where 
it participated in the Mardi Gras celebration last week and placed 12th of 16 teams 
competing in the Tulane Invitational DriIl meet. Western's RebeIIettes also were present 
for the Festivities. 
Practice makes perfect 
Drill teams to try 
for national title 
The Pershing Rifles and 
Rebelettes drill teams will 
compete tomorrow in a national 
drill team championship at Ohio 
State University. 
The Rebelettes will be defend· 
ing their national championship. 
Comp.tition will begin at 5 
a.m. The events will be judged by 
the Old Guard, the guard of the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 
. Washington, D.C. 
MEMBERS OF TIlE REDBANK Junior drill team 01 Chattanooga 
got In some practice Saturday near L.T. Smith Stadium belore 
particlpatIn~ In the Pershinl! RlOe Team invitational drill meet held 
(Stall Photo by David Gibbons) 
Friday and Saturday at Western Kentucky University. Ap-
proxlmately 160 teams lrom across the nation were expected to 
participate In the weekend meet at Western. 
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Diane Hennen, left, marches beside fel· 
low Rebelettes Debbie Fletcher and Janie 
Alexander while practicing the precision 
marching that helped them to become 
Ohio Valley and national champions. 
Jeff Yeater, military drill instructor, 
coaches in the background. 
Rebelettesfind honor, 
recognition everywhere . .. 
Except at home 
By GREG KUHL 
If you think that Ohio Valley 
Conference and national cham-
pionships bring honor and 
recognition, ask the Rebelettes, 
Western's female precision drill 
team. 
The Rehelettes labor in relative 
obscurity at W~stern despite the 
honors they have received. 
Many people know that the 
group serves at" ushers at 
Western's athletic events, -but 
few realize tha t the Rebelettes 
captured the 1976 OVC drill team 
title and have been national 
champions since 1973. 
"We" are recognized 'when we 
travel to places like Purdue and 
Columbus, Ohio," Janie Alexan-
der, Rebelettes captain, said, 
"but we don't get any reaction at 
Western. " 
.. All the other universities up 
north know who we are, but not 
here," she said. 
The Rebelettes are affiliated 
with the ROTC program, 
although ROTC mempership is 
not required to participate. 
according to Capt. William 
Kennedy, group adviser. 
"There is no requirement to 
join the group except being 
female," Alexander said. 
The Rebelettes were founded in 
1964 by the Pershing Rifles, 
Western's military fraternity. 
"Original group members were 
the girl friends of the guys in the 
Pershing Rifles," Alexander said. 
The Rebelettes developed their 
own style of marching. 
The group had 18 members last 
year, but was hard hit by 
graduation and has 10 members 
so far this year, Kennedy said. 
"We get a great feeling of 
accomplishment," Alexander 
said. 
Approximately 30 per cent of 
Western's 270 military cadets are 
female, but any Western female 
can be a Rebelette. 
"It's not a sorority per se, but 
it is a tightly knit group," 
Kennedy said. 
The group does not drill with 
weapons because of a tradition of 
not carrying weapons, he said. 
The Rebelettes occasionally 
Gun shy 
Photos by Harold Sinclair 
Rebelette Janie Alexander pins a decoration 
on the uniform of Diane Hennen. The Rebel-
ettes are Western's precision drill team. 
give halftime _ performances at 
basketball games, which has 
caused concern among group 
members. 
"We get scared of the crowd 
reaction because we aren't 
appreciated much at Western," 
Alexander said. . 
The Rebelettes have won the 
last two national t"itles in 
competition with more than 
200 female drill teams, according 
to Kennedy. . 
The group will be host to a 
national high school invitational 
drill meet at Western in the 
spring, Kennedy said. 
Meanwhile, the Rebelettes will 
compete across the country and 
attempt to erase their "lost 
children of Wes~" image. 
. F abric.ating 
Photo by Ron Hoskin! 
Kyle R. Smith, a freshman from Daleville High School, Daleville, Ala., has forgotten 
the kind of rifle he has during a platoon inspection. Ft. Knox Drill Sgt. Jack Owens was 
asking him during the WKU National Invitational Drill Meet at Diddle Arena last week· 
end. Th~n is a Remington rifle. 
Helen Harrison, a Williamstown freshman, works on a 
weaving class project in the fine arts center. 
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Western's student precision drill teams travel 
to Louisiana in February to participate in Mardi 
Gras festivities at New Orleans. 
The Pershing Rifles, men's ROTC team, and the 
, Rebelettes, women's team-including about 30 
students-represented Western in the "Krewe of 
Jupiter" parade held Thursday, Feb. 17. The pa-
rade was a featured event- of the annual Mardi 
Gras celebration, a festival which precedes the 
observation of Lent in the Christian world. 
The marching units received an invitation to Jih~i~;~:~~ in an il)vitational drill meet at Tulane in New Orleans Feb. 18 and after the 
nvitatio'n was accepted, Western was invited by 
office of the governor of Louisiana to march 
the Kl"ewe Parade. Capt. William H. Kennedy, 
'\. ____ ~.lhLssist! professor of military science at Western, 
is faculty sponsor of the Pershing Rifles and 
'ershing Rifles And Rebelettes Represent 
The 600.mile trek to New Orlean. aboard a bus can 'be tirina but there i. 
ample time to catch a few winks. However, the members of Weltern'. 
drill teams are all eye. a8 the bus rolls in the "Crescent City," Pictured 
above (right) are Diane Hemmen, freshman from Vine Grove; Rohert 
Yeater (center), senior from Vine Grove; and Joe Phillips, sophomore 
from Louisville. 
Western at Mardi Grasl 
Rebelettes. 
In 1976 the Pershing Rifles won seven trophies 
and three individual awards, and the Rebelettes 
currently hold not only the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence drill team title but also are the defending 
champions in national drill competition. 
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